
Nursery Long term Plan 

  
‘Marvellous Me’ 
& ‘Discovering 

Autumn’  
 

 
Traditional Tales’ & 
‘Winter Wonderland’  

 
‘Every day Heroes’  

 
‘Tales by Julia 

Donaldson’  

 
‘Commotion in the 

Ocean’  

 
‘Mad about  

Minibeasts’ & 
‘Growing’  

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
Communication 
and Language  

Talking about 
ourselves and our 
families. 

Listening Walk 

Lift off to Lan-
guage sessions  

Exploring and talking 
about different types 
of books.  
 
Favourite book dis-
cussions. 
 
Joining in with re-
peated phrases in 
stories. 

Talking about Peo-
ple Who Help Us, 
e.g. doctors, nurses, 
police, and fire 
fighters.  
 
Listening to others 
one-to one and in 
small groups  

Exploring and talk-
ing about different 
types of books.  
 
Favourite book dis-
cussions.  

Discussions about our 
experiences of the sea-
side and transport by 
the sea.  

Discussions about 
the life cycles of 
Minibeasts and 
plants  

 
 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 

Various Circle 
times, including 
rules, behaviour, 
and routines.  

 

Various circle times, 
including friendships 
and feelings. 

Teamwork discus-
sions, talking about 
likes and dislikes. 

Various circle times 
based around feel-
ings and how to 
cope with those 
feelings.  

Talking about holidays 
and places we have 
visited. 

Talking about ac-
tions and conse-
quences.  

Moving to Year R – 
thoughts and feel-
ings. 

 
 

Physical  

 

Developing gross 
motor skills using 
the outdoor equip-
ment and wheeled 
toys.  
Fine motor skills 
using construction 
kits, playdough 
and threading.  
Developing inde-
pendence with 
dressing and toi-
leting.  

Developing gross 
motor skills through 
running and chas-
ing games. 
Developing fine 
motor skills by us-
ing clay tools, pen-
cils and tweezers. 

Emergency 
transport vehicles – 
negotiating space, 
adjusting speed and 
direction to avoid 
obstacles. 

Acting out the 
different stories 
we hear. 
Gruffalo Hunt in 
the woods. 
Making a wooden 
spoon character 
from my favourite 
story.  

Dancing and action 
songs from around the 
world. 

Various team games. 

  

Various fine motor ac-
tivities. 

  

PE – Team Games 
and ball skills. 

  

Various fine motor 
activities linked to 

topic. 

  

Sports Day 

  

 



 
 
Literacy  

 
Books based 
around ‘All 
About Me’.  

 

Traditional Tales 
books. 

Phase 1 Phonics 
(Listening and Atten-
tion)  

 

 
Non-Fiction text 
about People who 
Help Us. 

Phase 2 Phonics/ 
Jolly Phonics  

 

Julia Donaldson 
books. 

Phase 2 Phonics/ 
Jolly Phonics 

Visit the Library  
and library books 
to go home. 

 
Based on books about 
sea creatures and Pi-
rates. 

 Phase 2 phonics/Jolly 
Phonics  

 

Eric Carle books 

 Non-fiction text 

Phase 3 phonics  

Maths   Counting and 
number / shape 
recognition. Size 
ordering. 

Size language, 
tall, small, big, 
little, long, short  

Counting and number 
recognition and 1:1 
correspondence  

Counting, Properties 
of shapes, patterns, 
shape pictures.   

Counting 1 more, 
1 less.  
Sequencing 
events  

Counting, number 
recognition and order-
ing 

Counting, number 
recognition and for-
mation  

 
Understanding of 
the World  

Using the IWB to 
explore different 
colours on the 
2Simple soft-
ware. 

Autumn Walk  

Activities and 
discussions 
around Autumn  

 

Keeping safe and fes-
tivals. 

Discussions about 
seasons, weather and 
time.  

How to stay healthy 
activities. Shows 
interests in different 
occupations and 
ways of life. How 
can we make our 
local areas safe?.  

Exploring different 
materials, keeping 
safe online recap, 
season’s investiga-
tions. 

Cookery- Making 
Gruffalo cakes!  

Sea creatures and their 
habitats. 

  

Keeping healthy. 

 

Save the ocean.  

  

Looking at change
– Tomato growing 
Strawberry grow-
ing  
Growing Butterflies 
Sunflower compe-
tition  
BeeBots  

 
Expressive Arts 
and Design  

Colour, chalks, 
collage. 

Learning songs 
about families, 

houses and me. 

Role playing stories, 
learning songs, natu-
ral collage, instru-
ments  

Exploring different 
materials, music and 
movement. 

  

Rhythm with in-
struments, obser-
vational paintings.  

Making instruments 
and 

Clay work. 

Moving to different 
tempo music  

  

Minibeast Mask 
Making  
 
Making 3D min-
beasts  
Songs about grow-
ing and minbeasts 

British Values 
 

 Democracy  Rule of Law  Individual liberty  Mutual Respect Tolerance Recap 


